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Manufacturers:  Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, Ltd., Nagoya.

Purpose: Single-seat land-based and carrier-borne Navy fighter.

Power Plant: One Nakajima Sahae (Prosperity) Model 31 fourteen-cylinde
air-cooled radial motor. Maximum level power: 1,210 hp. at take-off. Two-sp
supercharger.

Construction: Wings: All-metal structure with light alloy stressed-skin cove
ing. Metal control surfaces with fabric covering. Fuselage: All-metal struct
with light alloy stressed-skin covering. Tail unit: Light alloy cantilever structu
with stressed-skin covering. Undercarriage: Inward-retracting type, the m
wheels being stowed beneath the fuselage, backward-retracting tail wheel.
arrester hook beneath the rear fuselage. Three-blade metal variable-pitc
screw.

Dimensions: Span : 36 ft. 2 ins. (11.2 m.). Length :29 ft. 9 ins. (9 m. ) .

Areas: Wing: 229 sq. ft.

Weights: Loaded: approx. 6,000 lb. (2,727 kg.).

Loadings: Wing: 25.9 Ib./sq. ft.

Performance: Maximum level speed: approx. 370 m.p.h. (592 km./hr.) 
operating altitude. No other figures available for publication.

Armament: Twin fixed 20 mm. cannon mounted in the wings outside t
airscrew disc and two fixed synchronized 7.7 mm. machine-guns mounted a
the motor cowling.

History: The Model 5-2 was the latest known version of the famous Ze
fighter to go into large-scale service with the Japanese Navy before final d
in August, 1945.
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The original Zeke (at one time known as the Zero) was redesignated  Mod
1 (A6M1) and was  fitted with a 955 hp. Nakajima Sakae Model 12 radial motor
and had a span of 39 ft. 5 in.

The second model, the Model 2-1 (A6M2) was essentially the same aerop
fitted with folding wing tips in order to save space when stowed on airc
carriers. It was this Model 2-1 which became famous throughout the Pacific
zone, taking part in almost all the Japanese actions from the original Pearl H
attack on 7 December, 1941. The first example of a Zeke to be captured re
ably intact was one of this model which was shot down in New Guinea. In J
1942, another aircraft of this type force-landed in the Aleutian Islands and wa
built and test flown by the United States Navy.

The third variant was the Model 2-2 (A6M3) which retained the Model 2
airframe but was fitted with a 930 hp. Nakajima Sakae Model 21 radial motor. A
Model 2-2 Zeke was captured in good condition at Munda in September, 1
and it was fitted with wing racks for carrying long-range fuel tanks or bomb

The next step in the Zeke development was the Model 3-2 (A6M3 modifi
This fighter was known earlier by the code names Hap and Hamp. The name
changed from the original Hap to Hamp because of the possible confusion
the word Jap. The Model 3-2 retained the Nakajima Sakae Model 21 motor but had
redesigned wing tips with a span of only 36 ft. 2 ins. The first Zeke Model 3-2 s
by the Allies was reported by the crew of a U.S.A.A.F B-17 Fortress over N
Guinea in September, 1942.

The final model, described here, the .Model 5-2 (A6M5) differed from ear
versions in being fitted with a Nakajima Sakae Model 31 motor of greater powe
and mounted in a redesigned cowling. Another design alteration was the fittin
rounded wing tips, though the wings retained the short span of the Model 3

A number of the latest model Zekes were found intact by United States fo
during the occupation of Saipan.
THE   MITSUBISHI   NAVY 0  (ZEKE 52)
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MITSUBISHI

301st Hikotaki, 201st Kokutai, Japanese Imperial Navy
Shikishima - Tai  (First Kamikaze Unit)

Mabaracat, Phillippines, October 25, 1944



MITSUBISHI

1st Koku Sentai, Carrier Akagi, Japanese Imperial Navy
Pearl Harbor Attack, December 7, 1941

Pilot: Major Sigeru Itaya
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Printing is  supported for raster-type printers, like an HP LaserJet, and Postscript printers.
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For Windows printing, make sure to use the Print Manager for print buffering. If you have
difficulty printing under Windows, make sure that you have sufficient free disk space for the
buffer files created by the Windows Print Manager. As an example, each printed color  page
requires about 500-kbytes of disk space — during image processing, the disk requirements can
be greater than 4 Mbytes for temporary files.

Not  Enough  Disk Space
In extreme cases, not enough  disk space shows as either a terminated print — the program
appears to print, but nothing happens — or error messages like “Insufficient Memory” or “Not
Enough Memory To Print.”  Some versions of Adobe Acrobat can give a General Protection
Fault in “module unkown” and terminate while attempting to print.  Free up  space on your hard
drive by deleting unused files or programs.

Or, try  printing a single page at a time. Remember, processing color images takes a great deal
of disk space for the temporary files. You may need to have 10-12  Mbytes of free disk space
for the temporary files and the Print-Manager’s, or print buffer’s,  image files for a non-
Postscript printer.

Extremely  “Thin” Lines
The illustrations are drawn with “thin” lines to fit a wide range of printers. The Adobe Acrobat
print routines set these thin, or hairlines, to the precision of the printer you use. Lines printed
on a 300-dpi laser printer will be one “dot” wide. Printing the same image on a 600-dpi printer
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Disk files of the 3-View Drawing are available in PCX and
TIF format.  Other formats are also available on special
order.  Please see our complete Hypertext Index to over
500 WWI 3-View drawings with 40 sample drawings that
can be viewed and printed: FPINDEX1.ZIP

This PDF file  is available on AOL, CICA Archives & Mirror
Sites, and by direct links from our web site:

    http://users.aol.com/pkaeronaut/pkaero.html
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