














WebMail - v3.0


by BitShop (http://www.bitshop.com)

















	This software allows you to quickly create web based forms that can be emailed to anyone on the Internet quickly, efficiently, and easily. The person using the form needs to know nothing about who it is going to (except the email address), nor do they even have to be familiar with electronic mail!  We feel this is the easiest and most effective program of it's type available. 

















Installing WebMail:





	WebMail uses the standard CGI interface making it available for any web server which supports CGI programs (which almost all do). To install WebMail on your web server simply copy the .EXE file to your CGI-BIN directory, or the directory which your web server executes CGIs from. If you are unfamiliar with this you may want to look for directories named CGI-BIN, CGI-SHL, CGI-DOS, or Scripts. One of those is usually the default for most Windows NT web servers.


�
How to Use WebMail





	All you need to use WebMail is to design a web form (see http://www.bitshop.com/software/webmail.html for examples we have for your viewing), with as many body(xx) fields as needed. Each will be printed in the e-mail message with nothing separating them. Because almost all web browsers support new line characters in the definition of a hidden field you can add comments, breakpoints, headers, titles, or anything else to the electronic mail message without writing any software. This reduces the number of CGI Scripts that need to be designed, stored, and kept available for your web site.





	If you aren't familiar with designing forms, there are several online free tutorials available, search your favorite search engine for form how to and that will usually turn up some results. Of course, you can always go to http://www.w3.org and read the complete HTML specifications.





The following may be defined in hidden fields or user input:





from-email	= Email address message will show up as FROM


from-name	= Name of person message is from


to-email	= Who will the mail go to?


Subject	= Subject of message


body		= Body of message, will continue through last body field


bodyxx (body1, body2, body3...body4096) There is nothing separating each of these so they can easily be used to format the message being sent. You may want to skip numbers so that future revisions to the form can easily be made.





You will need to define the following "hidden" field names:





smtp_ip = IP address of your SMTP server. If you don't know one, the program will default to our server, but this is both slower and not something we greatly appreciate.





ht_background = HyperText Background information. Please pass the entire <BODY BACKGROUND="/images/background.gif" VLINK=#…...> for this to work. If you do not include an ht_background field it will default to white and will cause no errors.


		


ht_comment = If you would like something after the "Thank You 	whoever your name was" then set the value of this field accordingly. Also remember you can  have a complete Hypertext syntax here.  You can put a link back to your site,  a link back to the form or whatever you wish.





next-url = Where to go next? We will print a line Click Here to continue which will take you to this next_url 





redirect-url = Don’t have WebMail display anything; instead go to this location. This should be an entire URL - example: “http://www.bitshop.com/index.html” to have WebMail send the user to that URL when the form has been sent.





	Hopefully all of this has made at least a little bit of sense. For those of you familiar with   forms, you should have no problem. For those of you not familiar with forms, please take a look at our software homepage for more examples.  Some are also available on the FTP site. 





Sample Form:





Simple WebMaster Feedback:


http://www.bitshop.com/software/webmail_simple_webmaster.html





<html>


If your web browser does not support forms, you can write to us <br>


at <a href="mailto:webmaster@bitshop.com?Subject=BitShop's Web Site">webmaster@bitshop.com</a>.


<FORM METHOD="POST" ACTION="http://www.bitshop.com/cgi-bin/webmail.exe">


<input type="hidden" name="to-email" value="webmaster@bitshop.com">


<b>Name:</b>           <input SIZE=30 NAME="from-name">


<b>E-mail address:</b> <input SIZE=30 NAME="from-email">


<input type="hidden" name="body" value="How would you rate our site?  ">


<b>How would you rate our site -- 10 (best) to 1 (needs work!)?</b>  <input name="body1" size=2>


<input type="hidden" name="body2" value="





Suggestions:





     ">


<b>How can we improve <a href="/index.html">BitShop</a>


<TEXTAREA wrap=virtual NAME="body3" cols=60 rows=8> </TEXTAREA>





<input type="hidden" name="next-url" value="http://www.bitshop.com/directory.html">


<input type="hidden" name="subject" value="Web Mail - Webmaster Feedback">





<INPUT TYPE=submit value=" Mail It! ">     <input type=reset value="Clear">


</FORM>





E-Mail Message:





==> Warning: All messages posted via web interface can be forged easily <==








  Steve Radich writes :





How would you rate our site?  10





Suggestions:





     Give more sample forms. 





  WebMail (c) 1995 BitShop : http://www.bitshop.com


�
How did the E-Mail get formatted:





If you look closely at the e-mail message and the form you will see there are exactly identical, everything in the body tags is in the e-mail message, plus a short header and a short footer.





Steve Radich writes : [The FromName field]





[body]How you you rate our site?  [body1-input from user]10[body2]





Suggestions:





     [body3 - Input from user]Get more sample forms.





Making Changes to WebMail:





	WebMail on Windows NT can easily be compiled (assuming you have access to Microsoft Visual C++ 32-bit). To build simply run the batch file MAKEFILE.CMD. This simply calls CL (command line Visual C++) to compile the program. Then the WEBMAIL.EXE file needs to be copied to your CGI-BIN or another directory which has execute permissions (see installation instructions).


	


WebMail for Other Systems





	If there are other platforms that need this program ported to them,  please do not hesitate to contact us.





REMEMBER:


	Remember, email coming through a web interface can EASILY be forged. Therefore our program always puts a quick line to this affect at the top of EVERY mail message sent. We believe you will find this reminder helpful. Since you have the source, of course you can take it


out if desired.





For more information visit us on the web or ftp sites:


		http://www.bitshop.com


		ftp://ftp.bitshop.com


		Phone: (301) 345-6789


		Fax  : (301) 856-2518





DISCLAIMER:


	THIS SOFTWARE IS SOLD AS IS, WITH NO WARRANTIES, IMPLIED OR STATED.


INCLUDING ANY GENERAL, SPECIAL, INCIDENTAL OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES ARISING OUT OF THE USE OR INABILITY TO USE THE PROGRAM (INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO LOSS OF DATA OR DATA BEING RENDERED INACCURATE OR LOSSES SUSTAINED BY YOU OR THIRD PARTIES OR A FAILURE OF THE PROGRAM TO OPERATE WITH ANY OTHER PROGRAMS), EVEN IF SUCH HOLDER OR OTHER PARTY HAS BEEN ADVISED OF THE POSSIBILITY OF SUCH DAMAGES.





